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The Blues Corner last year introduced for the first time the singer and harpist Paul
Karapiperis after the release of his personal album “Fifteen Raindrops In An Ocean Of Blues
Tales”. It was then that | mentioned for the first time the name of the band “Small Blues
Trap”. Today is the 12th June 2010 and now for the first time | am presenting the new album
“‘Red Snakes & Cave Bats” of that blues band who comes from Greece and records at the
Shelter Home Studio.

Small Blues Trap was founded in 2004 and quickly gained popularity as a prominent blues
band in Greece. At the end of 2004 they released their first album that included 12 songs
and was titled “Our Trap.” In 2006, they recorded the “Crossroad Ritual” which was released
and distributed by Anazitisi Records. In May 2007, the band participated with two tracks in

an album released by “Diapason” magazine.

In September 2008, the band participated with three songs in the Magic Bus Sessions, a
compilation of songs arranged and played by several Greek blues bands. In April 2010, the
Small Blues Trap presented their new album titled “ Red Snakes & Cave Bats” that
contained 12 brand new songs. This time, the band included the song “Buy a dog” that was
first composed and played by Mr. Elias Zaikos, the front man of the most popular Greek
band called the BLUES WIRE.

The new album is a really good one with a rich sound and arrangements drawing from the

treasures of traditional blues that we all know.

Although thousands of miles away from the primordial roots of this distinctive musical style,
the new CD of the Small Blues Trap, you will certainly be a pleasant surprise to anyone who
wants to hear some blues expressively presented. Expressive, very sensitive and luxurious
in terms of presentation, reveal form of presentation reveals their common determination to

the traditional values of this otherwise very demanding blues direction.
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Yes, | know many are just too inclined to listen to traditional blues, some like to say that it is
important to stick to tradition without any variations. However, this doesn’t seem to be a

problem for me. Indeed, | am personally very fond of this particular CD.

Although the album does contain traditional elements, one might hear sounds that remind
him the good old Dire Straits, or perhaps Chris Rea and Joe Cocker as Paul’s singing

capabilities enable him to show such a resemblance.

The band Small Blues Trap play:

Paul Karapiperis-vocals, blues harp, guitar
Panagiotis Daras-guitar

Lefteris Besios-bas

Stathis Evageliou-drums

Undoubtedly, this very original presentation certainly stands out significantly from the
average. Well, we have here with us in Croatia, a similar example, when the band goes
beyond mediocrity, and goes beyond all limits as desired knocking on the door of
international recognition. Surely, this may seem like an unattainable goal, but musicians
should always strive towards a better, more significant and in any case feasible goal every

time they attempt something new.

Each of the recorded songs on the album “Red Snakes & Cave Bats” Small Blues Trap is
unique in terms of the special atmosphere it creates and sometimes it deviates a lot from
what someone would call a blues atmosphere. It contains traditional, acoustic elements as
well as some very strong and modern sounds which bring about respect for this Greek blues
band.

Nevertheless, the band’s music roots, is the blues despite the fact that this particular band
dares to improvise and get inspired by other musical genres as well. Some people ,on the
other hand, believe that once they have discovered the richness and the depth of the blues,
they can move on to different directions. What this band does is to narrate emotional stories
that may not be very attractive to someone looking for something else as the blues requires

a deep understanding of emotions.

In the end, | wish to point out the albums highlights in my humble opinion and which |
believe, are worth the listener’s attention: Mr. Jack, The Sky Will Always Be Blue, This Train
Is Full Of Madness, It's True, Seven plus .... The Last Part Of The Show, a brilliant boogie It
Took Me A Long Time, Roy B. impressive, excellent electric blues The World Is Painted Blue
Again, the acoustic Surely My Body Gets the Message, and finally, the version of the great

song “Buy A Dog”.

RECOMMENDATION:

If music is the universal language, and it is, then the album Red Snakes & Cave Bats —
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Small Blues Trap is an ideal example of how this great ‘gang’, although very, very far from

the Mississippi Delta mud plays its music.

If blues is a universal language and it is, then, there are all these dialects, dialects, which will
also be recognized by the many, and after a little effort, these sounds won’t seem strange at

all.

Personally, | will simply do not wish to negatively criticize them but to encourage them. | do
that with all the obviously talented blues musicians, and Small Blues Trap guys certainly are
that. And so, look for a comfortable chair, pour a glass of red wine, Close your eyes and let

yourself, let the blues flood you. ... Believe me, the blues is the kind of music that never lies!

Mladen Lonc&ar

Kada sam na ovom mjestu, u Blues Corneru prosle godine po prvi put predstavio pjevaca i
harpista Paula Karapiperisa i njegov album Fifteen Raindrops In An Ocean Of Blues
Tales, tada sam i prvi put spomenuo ime banda Small Blues Trap. Danas je 12. lipnja
2010.godine i sada po prvi put predstavljam novi album Red Snakes & Cave Bats ovog

blues benda koji nam dolaze iz Gréke i snimaju za Shelter Home Studio.

Small Blues Trap su osnovani 2004. godine i ubrzo postaju jedni od zapazenijih blues
izvodaca u Grckoj. Potkraj 2004. i po¢etkom 2005. izdaju svoj nastupni album sa 12
pjesama pod nazivom Our Trap, 2006. snimaju Crossraod Ritual za Anazitisi Records. U

svibnju 2007. na kompilaciji grckog glazbenog magazina Diapason imaju dvije skladbe.

U rujnu 2008. sa 3 pjesme su zastupljeni na Universal Music kompilaciji Magic Bus
Sessions, a, eto, u travnju 2010. Small Blues Trap predstavljaju svoj novi glazbeni uradak,
Red Snakes & Cave Bats sa 12 potpuno novih pjesama. Ovaj put u radu im se pridruzio
glavni Covjek najstarijeg, ali i najpopularnijeg grékog banda BLUES WIRE gospodin Elias

Zaikos, koiji je skladao, aranzirao i otpjevao pjesmu Buy a Dog.

InaCe sam album Red Snakes & Cave Bats uistinu je dobar predloZak iz kojeg se vrlo lako

iSCitava velika rasko$ i bogatstvo svima nam znane bogate riznice tradicionalnog bluesa.

lako su tisu¢ama kilometara udaljeni od iskonskih korijena ovog osebujnog glazbenog stil,
Small Blues Trap sigurno ¢e Vas ugodno iznenaditi i to najprije svojom ekspresivhom
formulacijom prezentacije bluesa. Izrazajna, vrlo senzibilna i raskoSna prezentacijska forma
odaje njihovu zajedni¢ku odredenost ka tradicionalnim vrednotama ovog, inace vrlo
zahtjevnog blues pravca. Da, znam mnogi nisu bas previSe skloni sluSati tradicionalni blues,

neki vole zna€ajno kazati da je to dosta ‘teSko’ za slusati, no osobno mi to ne predstavlja
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apsolutno nikakav problem. Dapace, osobno vrlo sam sklon upravo ovakvom tradicionalnom
blues izri¢aju. Njihov album ima doli¢nu ‘plimu’ i oni zapravo iz jaceg, odnosno

nekim dijelovima nekadasnje Dire Straitse ili pak Paulov vokal, kaiji je vrlo sli¢an vokalu
Chrisa Rea i Joea Cockera. Naravno, to je daleko od kopije, takve konotacije uop¢e mi nisu

niti u primisli.

U bendu Small Blues Trap sviraju:

Paul Karapiperis-vokal, blues harp, gitara
Panagiotis Daras-gitara

Lefteris Besios-bas

Stathis Evageliou —bubnjevi

Svojom originalnom prezentacijom svakako znacajno odskacu od prosjeka. Ma, imamo i mi
ovdje kod nas u Hrvatskoj sliCan primjer, kada band nadilazi prosje¢nost i prelazi onu svima
toliko prizeljkivanu granicu, pogledima uperenim u globalnu svjetsku blues scenu. Naravno,
svima se to €ini nedostiZan cilj, ali uvijek treba teziti ka boljem, znacajnijem i u svakom

slucaju isplativijem cilju.

Svaka od snimljenih pjesama na albumu Red Snakes & Cave Bats Small Blues Trap ima
neki svoj poseban ugodaj i ¢ak dijametralno suprotni blues ugodaj. Tradicionalno, akusti¢no,
jako, snazno i moderno zvuci album, koji nam nude respektabilni gréki blues band Small

Blues Trap.

S druge pak strane ta njihova glazba, taj njihov blues, u stvari je emocionalno ispri¢ana,
oprostite, opjevana pri¢a o dubokom razumijevanju ovog, ne ba$ previSe atraktivhog
glazbenog pravca. No, mnogi su se i sami uvjerili da kada se jednom otkrije sva ljepota i

bogatstvo bluesa, to je zapravo kraj svega i poCetak jedne nove i vie€ne ljubavi.

Na kraju samo da istaknem pjesme koje su po mom skromnom misljenju vrijedne svekolike
pozornosti: Mr. Jack, The Sky Will Always Be Blue, This Train Is Full Of Madness, It's True,
Seven plus...., The Last Part Of The Show, briljantni boogie It Took Me A Long Time,

dojmljiva Roy B.,odli¢an elektri¢ni blues The World Is Painted Blue Again, akusti¢na Surely
My Body Gets the Message, tu je i naslovna Red Snakes & Cave Bats i za kraj tu je sjajna i

izuzetna pjesma Buy A Dog.

PREPORUKA:

Ako je glazba univerzalni jezik, a jest, onda je album Red Snakes & Cave Bats — Small
Blues Trap idealan primjer kako sve to odli¢no ‘klapa’ iako su jako, jako daleko od mulja
Delte Mississippija.

Ako je blues univerzalni jezik, a jest, onda su sve ovo dijalekti, narjec¢ja koja ¢e isto tako
mnogi prepoznati i niSta im nece biti strano, dapace...na nama je samo da se malo

potrudimo.
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Osobno, jednostavno necu i ne Zelim im biti ‘neki’ kriticar, ve¢ mi je cilj potaknuti na dalji rad i
djelovanje, oCevidno nadarene blues glazbenike, a Small Blues Trap to zasigurno jesu.
| stoga, potrazite udobnu fotelju, natoCite ¢asu crnog vina, zazmirite i prepustite se, neka

blues ucini svoje...Vjerujte mi, blues je glazba koja me nikad nije iznevijerila!

Mladen Lonc&ar
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